has used its resources and those of many other libraries in America and Europe to put on the map a hitherto neglected area of scholarship. He has gathered a list of some 1,100 dissertations and disputations beginning with the eariest pnrnted at Basle in 1575 This useful booklet presents a history of X-rays and reviews their present-day applications in medicine, industry and art. The text is supported by excellent photographs of equipment in the Science Museum and by copies of cartoons from the lay press (e.g. Punch). There are also diagrams and X-ray photographs of two paintings.
The author deserves praise for conveying so many facts in so few pages, though it must be said that one unwelcome and almost inevitable result of this compression is a certain flatness in the style. It does seem a pity, too, that no mention is made of Professor Arthur Schuster's important role in introducing Rontgen's ideas to England (cf. Brit. med. J., 1962 , ii, 1164 . These are the only criticisms one can fairly make of a very creditable and worthwhile undertaking.
E. GASKELL
